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sledge was pulled nearly equalled that of Shackleton's Party after
the loss of his ponies.
We must now turn our attention to the remaining members
of the expedition, and first to the Supporting Party Shackleton sent
back on November yth, 1908, when three days out on his polar
journey. Joyce was in charge of this unit and elected to reach
Hut Point in one march. The distance was 32 miles, and the feat
was accomplished in 14^ hours. They returned to Cape Royds
on November i2th. Joyce had been trained as a taxidermist and
was busy during the rest of November with his specimens of seals,
penguins and skuas.
A geological reconnaissance on the north side of Mount Erebus
was begun on November 23rd by a party of five, but a blizzard
took a hand in this excursion. Camp was pitched on the first night,
about 5 miles from Cape Royds and 2,000 feet up the mountain.
Only one three-man tent had been taken, with the intention of
one or two men sleeping in their bags outside. This camp was
on a slope of smooth ice that ended in a vertical ice-cliff. Four
squeezed into the tent for the night and Priestley settled down in
his sleeping-bag on the glacier. About midnight the wind became
very violent and the snowdrift as thick as a wall. For three days
it never ceased.
The men in the tent could not cook any food, so they lived
on biscuits and raw pemmican. They drank snow moistened by
the heat of their hands. Joyce passed some food out to Priestley
when the blizzard began; but the latter could eat little because he
became thirsty, and his life depended on the drift being kept out
of his bag, as it depended also on his not being blown too far down
the slope. He was blown, inch by inch, for a distance of 20 to
30 yards, until he was able to wriggle his head to the wind, when
he was safer; he knew there was a drop of a hundred feet at the
bottom of the slope. At the end of the third day there was a slight
decrease in the velocity of the wind, enabling Priestley to get
inside the tent at the cost of both feet being frostbitten. He lay
across the other men for some hours until, on November 27th,
the gale had abated sufficiently for the party to return to the hut.
Preparations were now made for life western journey; this
was a geological trip, and the party that made it consisted of
Armytage, Priestley and Brocklehurst. They left Cape Royds on
December 9th, 1908, and reached the stranded moraines on the
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